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A Message from
the Director
Celebrating 50 years of the Main Library
building at 11 West Church Street has
given us plenty of occasions to reflect on
where the library has been and, more
importantly, where we’re headed...
The booklet handed out at the 1967 dedication of the Bethlehem
City Center included a list of “modern appurtenances” to be
found at the library. First off, yes, appurtenances is an actual
word, which they somehow spelled right without spellcheck or
Google. Good job, City Officials Of The Past! The list is amusing
for what it doesn’t have there. There is no mention of
computers at all, much less fiber connections or scanners or
hotspots or anything we’d think of as a modern appurtenances
in the digital age. The height of high-tech was the paging
system and hydraulic elevator. A lot has changed in fifty
years. We have iPads instead of a card catalog. The builders of
this beautiful library could never have imagined that it would
one day be filled with computers, or that the library would loan
bikes and internet hotspots and eclipse glasses and DVDs. They
never dreamed we’d host a lizard’s birthday party or welcome
literacy dogs and loud rock concerts in its quiet halls. Yet we do
all that and more, moving ever forward while honoring where
we come from. We look forward to the next fifty years!

Ever onward,

Josh Berk,
Executive Director
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LIBRARY
BOARD
Thank you to the dedicated individuals who served
on the Library Board in 2017. These trustees are
appointed by Bethlehem City Council and the
governing bodies of each of our supporting
municipalities. Trustees do not receive
compensation for the service they provide on behalf
of the Library and their communities.
BETHLEHEM (CITY):
Jane Gill (Vice President),
Olga Negrón, Emil Signes,
Cathy Reuscher (President),
Marie Sterlein, Julie Zumas,
Sharon Yoshida

¡Obtenga su tarjeta de
la biblioteca si no lo ha
hecha todavía!

BETHLEHEM TOWNSHIP:
Janet Barry, Thomas Nolan (Treasurer)
FOUNTAIN HILL:
Annamarie Jordan (Secretary)

- OLGA NEGRÓN

HANOVER TOWNSHIP:
Jack Nagle

BAPL lost a dear friend and longtime board member
this year, Bob Cohen.

Photos by Gregory Tapler

BAPL LOOKED UP TO THE SKIES

Eclipse 2017
BY JENNIFER
The biggest celestial event of last year was also
one of the biggest events at BAPL. Anticipation
was high for the solar eclipse on August 21st all
across the United States, and the Lehigh Valley
was no exception. Unfortunately, there were
very few places where sky-gazers could pick up
the special eclipse glasses needed to safely view
the phenomenon.
The Bethlehem Area Public Library was
one of those places, and the anticipation of
handing out a limited amount of solar eclipse
glasses (250 to be exact) had the library staff
feeling a bit nervous. People were literally
camping outside the library to get their hands
on the lenses that would allow them to view the
once-in-a-lifetime celestial display.
“In the beginning we were a bit nervous
because we were receiving all these phone calls
and we didn’t know what was going to happen
that day,” said Rayah Levy, head of Adult
Services at BAPL. “In all, though, the day went
splendidly. Just to see so many people around
the library, people of all ages sharing, it was so
good.”
MaryAnn Amato of Hanover Township
attended the event and was very pleased. “The
library did an amazing job,” she said. “I’m very

KHAWAM

appreciative. I know there were way more people
than the library expected and I was so fortunate
to get a pair of glasses. I brought my
grandchildren Ryan and Morgan, and everyone
made friends with everyone else. It was amazing.”
The event itself consisted of music, “phases
of the moon” games, and an arts-and-crafts
station with activities like making solar eclipse
necklaces. Kids in attendance also had the
opportunity to take home a sample of moon
dough.
What was feared to be a crazy day turned
into an amazing one. Executive Director Josh Berk
remarked on the event: “There was a huge
number of people from all over the area, all walks
of life, all ages and backgrounds. I was moved by
seeing our community together to enjoy the
eclipse. I was so happy that the library could be
the place to have everyone come together that
way.”
Despite the trepidation that the library had
about the solar eclipse event, it was a major
success. The closeness of the community, the
phenomenon itself, and the generosity of all
proved to be a great combination. The solar
eclipse turned out to be a stellar day, in more
ways than one.

THE BOOKS WENT FOR A WALK

Let’s Move!
(And Read!)
The Bethlehem Health Bureau, in
collaboration with BAPL and St. Luke’s
University Health Network, launched a series
of StoryWalks® in the City of Bethlehem in
2017. A StoryWalk® is a fun, educational
activity that places pages from a children’s
story along a popular walking route in the
community. They are a great way for
children and families to enjoy reading and
physical activity at the same time.
The StoryWalks® at BAPL were very popular,
as five books were rotated through each
location throughout the summer.
Participants received cards to keep track of
their reading; when they finished all five
stories, they got a free book!

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Revenue

Expenses

City of Bethlehem: $1,315,934
State of Pennsylvania: $510,204
Bethlehem Township: $416,462
Hanover Township: $190,698
Interest: $99,362
Fountain Hill: $81,116
Overdue fees: $79,935
Book Sales: $61,610
Miscellaneous: $26,704
Copy Services: $15,352
Buy-a-book fundraiser: $12,343
Rental books: $1,449
TOTAL REVENUE: $2,811,439

Salaries & Wages (FT) $1,074,523
Salaries & Wages (PT) $612,173
Benefits: $259,603
Library materials: $244,147
Pension obligation: $165,444
IT/Automation: $104,046
Utilities (Main Library): $108,781
Financial Services $51,060
Insurance: $37,375
Equipment repair/maintenance $36,762
Phone/Computer Network: $36,528
Office supplies: $23,811
Building supplies: $16,371
Miscellaneous: $13,811
Library supplies: $10,110
Bookmobile: $5,505
Legal services: $4,125
Payroll expenses: $3,788
Transportation/Meetings: $1,913
TOTAL EXPENSE: $2,809,876

BAPL wishes to thank its many generous donors, including the
following who made significant contributions in 2017:
The Reidler Foundation, Bob and Amy Cohen, Friends
of the Bethlehem Area Public Library, The Shafer
Family Trust, In memory of Elsie Thomas, First
Windish Fraternal Society, Pennsylvania Educational
Access Grant (In conjunction with Senator Lisa
Boscola’s Office), Richard Johnson, Patrick and April
Herrity, Mike and Judy Berliner, Keystone Savings
Foundation, Sylvia Anderson.

2017 BY THE NUMBERS

Usage statistics, collection size,
and service measures

218,965

Visitors to the Main Library

150,895 Books in our collection

40,935

Visitors to the South Side
branch

19,339

552,477

Items borrowed

6,590

Audiobooks in our collection

540

Internet hotspots borrowed

11,269

Music CDs in our collection

14,787

e-book downloads

72,257

Sessions on public computers

233

Bikes borrowed

DVDs in our collection

In addition to our
employees, BAPL has
62 volunteers, who
work an average of 84
hours per week, 52
weeks a year!

How many
residents in each of
our municipalities
signed up for a new
library card in
2017?
City of Bethlehem: 2,424
Bethlehem Township: 487
Fountain Hill: 146
Hanover Township: 296

How many active
cardholders are
there in each of our
municipalities?
City of Bethlehem: 36,869
Bethlehem Township: 8,490
Fountain Hill: 2,040
Hanover Township: 4,730

IT GOT LOUD IN THE LIBRARY

BAPL
ROCKS
Tape Swap Radio comes to the library!
photos by William Ytsma
Indie rock icon Calvin Johnson brought his latest
band, Selector Dub Narcotic, to BAPL for a
performance on Tuesday, October 3, 2017. Also
performing was Lehigh Valley indie rock band
VoirVoir and New York City/Washington D.C.
psychedelic pop band Secret Cities. The concert was
the second in Tape Swap Radio’s “Library After
Hours” series, bringing live music to the library
during hours we’d normally be closed.
The first “Library After Hours” event was held in
February, featuring indie folk pop phenom Mirah.
The night also featured electro-indie pop artist Kid in
the Attic, and Delaware Water Gap folk band Lewis
and Clarke. Audiences were thrilled to experience
these excellent performers in the intimate library
setting.
Other concerts at BAPL in 2017 included The Large
Flowerheads playing their classic rock show to help
celebrate the opening of the Main Library’s
anniversary in 1967. We’re looking forward to hearing
what 2018 might bring!
Like many libraries, we view our role as not just
repositories of knowledge, but vibrant public spaces
that celebrate community and support the arts.

BAPL RECOGNIZED AS
LITERARY LANDMARK

Celebrating
the Legacy

of a Local
Literary
Legend

In partnership with Lehigh University and the
American Library Association, BAPL was recognized
as a Literary Landmark in honor of Hilda Doolittle
(H.D.) on September 8.

Hilda
Doolittle
(H.D.)

The Literary Landmarks Association includes homes
of famous writers (Tennessee Williams, Marjorie
Kinnan Rawlings, William Faulkner), libraries and
museum collections, literary scenes (such as John’s
Grill in San Francisco, immortalized by Dashiell
Hammett, and Willa Cather’s Prairie near Red Cloud,
Nebraska), and even “Grip” the Raven, formerly the
pet of Charles Dickens and inspiration to Edgar
Allan Poe and now presiding (stuffed) at the Rare
Books Department of the Free Library of
Philadelphia.
H.D. lived in a home located just across the plaza
from the library, where City Hall now stands. To
quote the new plaque installed by the entrance at
the Main Library, she was “a leading Modernist artist
in the 1910s and 1920s and remains the Lehigh
Valley’s most important literary figure.” It was a
great event working with our colleagues at Lehigh to
honor this most distinguished Bethlehem poet.

Posing with the newly dedicated plaque:
(from left to right) Dr. Seth Moglen,
Dr. Suzanne Edwards, Dr. Amardeep Singh,
Rayah Levy, Dr. Jenny Hyest,
Dr. Scott Gordon.

Borrow
it!
LIBRARY OFFERINGS
BEYOND BOOKS

Some of the hottest items
checked out at our library
this year were not books.
Internet hotspots were
added to the collection in
2017 and borrowers
jumped at the chance to
check them out. The
library mobile hotspot
program allows library
card holders to access
unlimited, high-speed
Internet service anywhere
a T-Mobile signal can be
received. The library
currently offers 30 mobile
wireless hotspots for
checkout (15 at the Main
Library and 15 at the
South Side branch). These
units can offer up to 4G
LTE service and are
perfect for travel,
schoolwork, job hunting,
and more. The hotspots
were checked out 540
times in 2017.

Bike Bethlehem! was officially launched in 2016, but 2017
marked the first full year of the innovative bike share
program. The total number of bikes borrowed from
BAPL in 2017 was 233. This program is in partnership
with the Bethlehem Health Bureau and St. Luke’s
University Health Network. The bikes are free to use.
Residents (and visitors — one from as far away as
Hawaii!) used the bikes to tour the City, get some
exercise, or run errands. Some mornings people were
lined up ready to borrow a bike as soon as we opened.
We are proud to be part of our City’s efforts to embrace
traveling on two wheels!

YOUTH SERVICES

Over 550 events for
young people were
offered at BAPL in 2017.
This total includes events
at the Main Library, South
Side Branch, and outreach
programs. One of the
highlights of these 550
events had to be Spike’s
birthday party. If you’ve
never attended a lizard’s
birthday party, you are
missing out! The library’s
most famous (and scaliest)
resident turned one this

year with a big bash to
celebrate. Local kid
rockers “Project 3
Squared” performed, lots
of kids made Spikethemed crafts, and played
lizard-y games. Then we
ate crickets! (Some of us
just ate cake.) The library’s
youth services events are
fun as well as educational,
with storytimes,
homework help, and
science programs among
the many offerings.

A total of 550
events for
children were
held this year,
with a total of
17,113 young
people
attending a
library program!

BOOKMOBILE

There used to be thousands, but now
there are only about 650 bookmobiles left
in the United States. There are 28 in the
state of Pennsylvania. And just one in the
Lehigh Valley!
The BAPL bookmobile can be found at
schools, mall parking lots, Community
Centers, and neighborhoods all around the
City of Bethlehem and surrounding
municipalities. Approximately 7,500 items
were checked out from the bookmobile in
2017. At any given time, there are
approximately 2,000 books and anywhere
between 120-150 DVDs and 30-40
audiobooks on the bookmobile's shelves.
Seeing the big green and white vehicle out
on the streets never fails to bring a smile
to the faces of those who see it, and an
even bigger smile to those who stop in to
check it out.

THE BAPL BOOKMOBILE VISITS

Hanover Township Community Center + Bethlehem Township
Community Center + St. Ursula's Church + Country Meadows + Hanover
Elementary + Westgate Mall + Walgreens @ Linden & Macada +
and more!

Approximately
7,500 items were
checked out from
the bookmobile
in 2017.

BAPL SOUTH SIDE

The Main Library celebrated
fifty years at its current
location this year, but the
South Side branch has been
there much longer! The
branch’s current home at
Fourth and Webster Streets
was opened in 1930. Since a
transformative renovation in
2013, branch usage has been
trending up and up, with
each year busier than the
last. In 2017, over 40,000
individuals passed through
the doors.
Popular children's programs
at the South Side branch
included “Science Tellers,”
storytimes, art programs,
“read to the dogs,” and a
kindergarten readiness
series.
Other highlights this year
included a popular Spanish
language series, the muchloved South Side holiday

party, and the creation of a
brand new language
learning center,
where users can learn 71
languages (and counting).
The center utilizes Mango
Languages, an online digital
resource that allows
patrons and guests alike to
learn practical vocabulary
and phrases in the study of
a new language and culture.
Mango is an incredibly
powerful online tool,
accessible completely for
free with your library card!

Thank you
to our great
community partners
in 2017,
including BASD,
ArtsQuest,
Lehigh University,
PBS39,
WDIY, and more

YOU SAID IT!
I support the Bethlehem Area
Public Library because as
Walter Cronkite said,
"Whatever the cost of our
libraries, the price is cheap
compared to that of an
ignorant nation."

Our hometown
library is
becoming quite
the cultural hub!

Terry Faul, attorney
King, Spry, Freund, and Faul

One of the best
ways to spend a
Wednesday
morning.

VoirVoir (the band)

My children and I love this library!
The newly-renovated Children and
Teens’ Center is phenomenal! And
our librarians are always super
helpful :-)

Adrienne Isaacs

Joseph Faulch

My
granddaughter
this summer
discovered how
cool the local
library is. Now I
get to read six or
more books each
night to her.
Lauren Rooney

Bethlehem has
the coolest public
library, you guys.
Lisa Harms

The library
has opened a
world of
learning for
me.
Elizabeth Hutchinson, age 13

What I love most when I visit the library is
that it reminds me of the fun times we had
there with our children when they were
growing up.
The adventures we had being a part of the
programs they sponsored will always be
cherished memories for me.

Hal Mante

FIFTY YEARS AT
11 WEST CHURCH STREET
BETHLEHEM, PA 18018
(610) 867-3761

WWW.BAPL.ORG

